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“There can be no 
fairness or justice in a 
society in which some 
live in homelessness, 
or in the shadow of 
that risk, while others 
cannot even image it.”
-Jordan F lah er ty

Image Source: Atlas Obscura
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
While the pandemic rages on and 
researchers desperately search for an 
intervention, design researchers are 
showing that access to housing may be just 
as effective as wearing a mask. Housing 
as a right has become a controversial 
and well-debated topic, especially in the 
era of COVID. The United States’ history 
with public housing has been one of de 
facto racial oppression and system-wide 
obstacles. People across the country are 
facing terrifying rates of eviction, costs 
of living, pathways to homelessness, and 
inequitable housing access.

The Impact Design Collaborative wanted 
to shed some light on how we got here, 
how housing can be leveraged as a 
societal intervention, and how housing 
equity can be reimagined for the future. 
There is no debate on whether the 
housing system is truly working for its 
citizens, but in a period where housing 
is now a protective barrier to COVID, the 
question becomes is access to shelter a 
fundamental human right?

One Step Forward, Two Steps Back: A 
History of U.S. Public Housing

Public housing is neither new nor novel with respect 
to U.S. architectural history. The first governmental 
program for housing came as a key component 
of The New Deal. The National Housing Act of 
1934 and the newly established Federal Housing 
Administration focused on providing financing for 
home buying. Leading the economic charge of the 
National Housing Act was Homer Hoyt, the Chief 
Economist of the policy. Distinguished by academic 
accolades, Hoyt began an empirical approach 
to incorporating several factors into real estate 
appraisal and financing. The driving factor Hoyt 
used in his “One Hundred Years of Land Values in 
Chicago: The Relationship of the Growth of Chicago 
to the Rise of Its Land Values, 1830-1933” was race [1]. 
His work created a map that ranked the “desirability” 
of races in connection to real estate value. Placed at 
the top of the list were Anglo-Saxons and Northern 
Europeans and at the bottom were “Negroes and 
Mexicans”. In fact, the term redlining originated in 
Hoyt’s plans which ascribed a red border to Black 
and Mexican communities that were considered the 
least valued and the most risky [2]. These facts reveal 
that even in the first years of the Federal Housing 
Administration’s existence, racial discrimination was 
incorporated into the DNA of its policy and actions. 

Dur ing Hoyt ’s  leadersh ip ,  many Amer ican c i t ies 
began us ing l in ing maps to  indicate  the  economic 

va lue of  di f fe ren t  areas .  The maps used race as  a  key 
determinant  and created the  concept  o f  red l in ing.

Image Source: New York Times

In the wake of World War II, the country entered a 
period dedicated to economic growth— for some. 
Citizens began flocking into urban centers for new 
jobs and living opportunities. Municipal leaders and 
policymakers wished to expand the housing stock 
to meet the influx of this new workforce. This led 
to the passing of the Housing Act of 1949, which 
centered on the notion of urban renewal; clearing 
slums and blight for new housing stock [3]. Not 
surprisingly, blight and slum declaration became a 
process directly connected to the racial targeting 
and eviction began by Hoyt [4].
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While many historical policies focused on impacting 
minority neighborhoods, others focused on 
providing advantages in housing for whites. In 1965, 
Lyndon B. Johnson passed the Housing and Urban 
Development Act. Policy interventions low income 
citizens were created to reduce lack of housing 
accessibility, in addition to creating the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. While well-
intended, the Act led to de facto racial segregation. 
Research has found that for “participating white 
families to purchase ‘new’ housing in suburban 
areas, most participating African American families 
purchased ‘existing’ homes located in racially 
transitional neighborhoods in the inner city. These 
findings corroborate recent research showing how 
the market-centered focus of federal housing policy 
has impaired the ability of African Americans to 
accumulate wealth through homeownership and 
reinforced racially segregated housing patterns” [5].

The Civil Rights Movement forefronted features 
of racial discrimination in all dimensions of civic 
life, especially housing. The Civil Rights Act of 
1965 set the foundation for accelerating legal 
equality and protection for all citizens. Following its 
passing, activists forced people to reconsider that 
housing conditions were not simply determined by 
natural forces and preferences. Evidence of racial 
discrimination in housing became so compelling 
that Congress passed an additional Civil Rights Act 
of 1968, with 2 sections solely focused on housing. 
Named the Fair Housing Act, the bill created a 
framework to outlaw discrimination in the sale or 
renting of housing and mortgages based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, 
and disability [6]. Finally, a systematic policy 
was created to resolve the discriminatory 
practices occurring throughout the 
housing market… or so policymakers at 
the time had hoped.

Racia l  di scr iminat ion i s  inseparable  f rom the  h i s tor y 
o f  U.S .  publ ic  hous ing.  In  1942,  Det ro i ters  o f  the 
Sojourner  Tru th  Hous ing Pro jec t  c reated s igns  l i ke 
these to  di scourage in tegra t ion .

Fo l lowing the  Civ i l  R igh ts  Ac t  o f  1964,  pro tes t s  began 
in  Mi lwaukee do demand equal i t y  in  hous ing.

Image Source: The Century Foundation

Image Source: Patrick Jones

More than 50 years into the future, public and 
affordable housing has made minimal advances 
across the nation, including in racial equity. Hoyt’s 
redlined maps have manifested real-world borders 
that determine which neighborhoods benefit 
from their housing stock. Racial minorities are 
still considered a risk for landlords [7]. Mortgage 
lending shows discriminatory practices not only 
for accessing a mortgage, but also for the interest 
charged for minority-owned mortgages [8][9]. While 
doing this research the statistics were not what 
surprised us. What unsettled us the most is how 
the dialogue around housing and discrimination 
has exceeded the point of apathy. Real estate 
developers and managers have simply distilled the 
aspect of race into a risk premium. Many of them do 
not consider themselves racist; to them it is simply 
good economics.

Discr iminar tor y  prac t ices  are  s t i l l  prevalen t 
th roughout  the  hous ing marke t  today.   Rac ia l 

minor i t ies  are  now reduced to  an economic  r i s sk  for  
some landlords  in  New York

Image Source: Medium

Image Source: Spencer Platt
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One New York developer even went so far to 
say on the record “The average price for a black 
person here in Bed-Stuy is $30,000 dollars. Up 
over there in East New York, it’s $10,000 dollars. 
Everyone wants them to leave, not because we 
don’t like them, it’s just they’re messing up — they 
bring everything down. Not all of them” [10]. 
Uncovering the dynamics and history of 
the housing market has made us face the 
question: have we been moving in the 
opposite direction since the Civil Rights 
Movement?

When we think of a typical health intervention, we 
think of a pill; for an economic intervention, we 
think of a loan; for an educational intervention, we 
think of a tutoring program. But what if we could 
achieve all of these outcomes with a single design 
intervention? What would the financial case be for 
such an incredible solution? Researchers have found 
this hypothetical intervention is housing. Having 
access to a safe place to live, socialize, and develop 
impacts all areas of human wellbeing. Because of 
the unregulated development of public housing, 
academic researchers have been able to compare 
the outcomes of those with access to public 
housing and without. While living in public housing 
provides shelter, it is the operation, maintenance, 
and perception of a public housing block which 
drives outcomes. Below is just a sample of recent 
studies that have shown the efficacy of housing to 
be an intervention, for good and for bad.

Schemata Workshop,  an arch i tec ture  f i rm based 
out  o f  Seat t le ,  des igned one of  the  f i rs t  ev idence -
based cohous ing developments .  The space u t i l izes 
a  cen t ra l ized cour t yard wi th  shared ament i t ies  to 
prov ide both  s igh t  l ines  to  ne ighbors  and a space 
which  promotes  soc ia l iza t ion .

Public Housing as 
as Intervention

Image Source: Schemata Workshop

LIHTC housing promotes economic 
mobility, but residents are 
constrained by a low wage labor 
market
Nearly 60% of college aged people 
raised in LIHTC housing went on to 
some form of college

Homeless families who are 
discharged into subsidized housing 
are more stable, live in higher 
quality and safe environments, and 
are less likely to return to a shelter 

LIHTC homes doubled the 
discretionary income of tenants, 
providing money for health 
insurance, debt payments, and 
educational expenses

Reliable affordable housing reduces 
the rate of relocation, improving 
educational outcomes for children 

Frequent relocation has been linked 
to an increased lifetime risk for 
depression in children

Children of families who have missed 
a rent payment in the last year are at 
higher risk of developmental delays 
and poor health

Subsidized housing has been 
shown to protect children from food 
insecurity and other health risks

Housing affordability is linked to 
reduction in nursing home entries 
and other adverse health outcomes 
in seniors

The development and rehabilitation 
of affordable housing provides 
immediate fiscal benefits for states 
and localities 
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Cabrini Green:
Martyr or Demagoguge?

Looking at the national history of public housing, 
Chicago holds one of the most complicated and 
fluctuating relationships with public housing. When 
discussing Chicago’s history of public housing, the 
failure of Cabrini-Green is the first to come to mind.. 
The Frances Cabrini Rowhouses and William Green 
Homes (commonly referred to as “Cabrini-Green”) 
was a project initiated by the Chicago Housing 
Authority as a response to post-WWII demand for 
housing. They began construction in 1942 with the 
last of the 55 buildings being completed in 1962. 
Soon, however, the city saw racially charged debates 
on where to place public housing, with the majority 
of people in need of this housing being Black [11]. 
The project eventually housed 11,000 inhabitants 
of which 92% of the households headed by women 
with an average annual income of $5,000 [12]. 

In the early years, Cabrini-Green was seen as a 
successful example of affordable housing. It certainly 
had the potential to be sustainable and promise the 
community more stable lives. The perception of a 
successful model did not last long. It had significant 
funds for construction, but after its completion 
Cabrini-Green saw a jarring lack of funds dedicated 
to building maintenance, a lack of management, 
and physical deterioration. These factors became 
key for the project’s demise. Despite the lack of 
funding and assistance, tenants did what they could 
to have a pleasant living experience; one of which 
was to organize a volunteer-led tutoring program . 
The documentary titled “Cabrini Green: What You 
Don’t See”explores the program that worked with 
students from Richard E. Byrd Community Academy 
and the impact it had on their development [13].

They offered ways to make a difference in the 
lives of these students and worked towards 
forming partnerships with the whole community; 
from physical and mental health agencies, to 
philanthropists, to the parents and students 
themselves. These naturally formed communities, 
while providing a safe space in some ways, could not 
prevent the downfall of the public housing project.
Despite the efforts of programs like the tutoring 
program, Cabrini Green saw an increase in drugs, 
crime, and gang violence. This led to a narrative 
both driven by public perception inside and outside 
Cabrini Green and lack of funding for maintenance 
and care.  If those who constructed the housing 
project failed to respect and maintain the structure, 
the community would have difficulty viewing it as a 
place deserving respect.

People who did not live in Cabrini Green avoided it 
and dense pockets of poverty formed throughout 
Cabrini-Green’s area. When residents left Cabrini-
Green, they were given Section 8 Vouchers so they 
could receive rent assistance in the next place they 
would live. However, the vouchers were only allowed 
to be used in places on the South and West side of 
the city, which were already poor and segregated 
[14]. This only made the poverty pockets more 
prominent and distributed throughout the city. 

In 1970, two police officers were shot and killed 
from a 6th floor apartment by two teenagers, 14 
and 18 years old [15]. This is not the only incident 
like this that the project saw. To fight the developing 
narrative of crime, Jane Byrne, the mayor of Chicago 
at the time, lived in Cabrini Green for a few weeks 
during 1981. All this ended up doing, however, was 
bring attention to the crime without impacting it.

Cabr in i  Green was one of  the  larges t  a f fordable 
hous ing developments  o f  i t s  t ime.  I t s  des ign was 
based on economical  and modern is t  des ign 
pr inc ip les .

Image Source: ChicagoMag

The f ina l  Cabr in i  Green bu i lding came down in  2010.

Image Source: Brittanic
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Chicago and Its 
Struggle For the 
Right to Shelter

These are just two examples of the lack of 
fundamental changes needed to  save the public 
housing project. In 1999, the Mayor Richard M. Daley 
regained control of the Chicago Housing Authority 
(CHA). Cabrini Green had become a place that was 
seen as beyond repair so instead of being saved, the 
CHA announced its plans to tear down the public 
housing project and replace it with mixed-income 
developments. Cabrini-Green was demolished from 
2000-2010 [16]. Now ten years later, many of these 
lots are still vacant today.

While Cabrini Green is a great example of 
affordable housing in the U.S. and its shortcomings, 
it does not fully explain the nuances of this issue as 
it manifests in Chicago. Before Cabrini Green was 
even proposed, the Chicago Housing Authority 
started in 1937 as a way to create and operate 
housing units for the federal government. In theory, 
this would’ve greatly improved the status of housing 
in Chicago at the time. However, from the start, the 
CHA extended racial segregation and oppression. 
The housing built was separated based on race, and 
integration of these units resulted in violent backlash. 
Furthermore, once the units were created, many of 
the housing complexes began to deteriorate due 
to low quality of construction and lack of continued 
maintenance [17]. One particular development, 
known as “Taylore”, had broken elevators, erratic 
heat, excessive vandalism, and unsettling violence.

While the CHA understood the failure of these 
projects, they eventually encouraged developments 
of low-rises which were shown to be more 
successful, political interference forced them to 
develop more high-rises as they would create more 
units . Elizabeth Wood, the Executive Director of 
the Chicago Housing Authority, was quoted as 
saying “I wish we had had enough experiences with 
high-rise buildings so that I could make any kind 
of judgement” [18]. The housing crisis in Chicago 
only worsened after World War II. It was estimated 
that 87,000 units would be needed, but only about 
20,000 units were built due to a lack of funding from 
the local government. This compounded the issue 
because it resulted in a steady stream of working-
class Black applicants willing to live in the less-than-
ideal housing units due to severe shortages in the 
private market. 

There have certainly been attempts to improve this 
situation for the modern era. The high-rises that 
were initially built still haunt Chicago to this day - 
by being used far past the point that they should 
be and taking up valuable real estate that could be 
used for more effective housing. This has resulted in 
a continued housing shortage. In the past 10 years, 
there has been a growing affordability gap due to the 
lack of new affordable housing and the significant 
money being poured into luxury developments. The 
number of affordable rental units in Chicago has 
declined by more than 10%. This issue is prevalent 
across the U.S., and actions need to be taken. 
Taking action across all dimensions of housing with 
all stakeholders will be the only way to revitalize 
public housing. This requires the collaboration 
of politicians, citizens, developers, tenants, rights 
advocates, and many more.

Percentage of  Renters  wi th  Hous ing Cost  Burden
2012-2016
Th is  map shows the  propor t ion  of  c i t izens  who 
are  severe ly  cos t  burdened by the  pr ice  o f 
hous ing.  The af fordabi l i t y  c r i s i s  was  happening 
long before  COVID. 

Image Source: CAP

Image Source: DePaul University
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Public Housing 
in the COVID 

Era
With the Coronavirus pandemic in the United States 
affecting everyone and every aspect of life, it is no 
surprise that rents have become increasingly difficult 
to pay for millions of people. The government, 
at all levels, is taking a significant amount of time 
to make and implement their decisions. Rent 
postponements ended July 1st, 2020, but a large 
portion of assistance is still in the planning stages. 
It’s causing a great deal of damage. Starting July 
31st, the House of Representatives will be going on 
a five-week vacation and the Senate, starting August 
7th, will be out for a month. Now these decisions are 
even more time sensitive [19].

At the federal level, the government has been 
working on the HEROES act, an act worth three trillion 
dollars passed by the House of Representatives 
in mid-May [20]. This act would provide more 
than just rent relief and would include “student 
loan forgiveness, housing and food assistance, 
debt relief, six more months of COVID-19-related 
unemployment benefits, and almost $1 trillion of 
aid to local and state governments for paying vital 
workers” [21]. The HEROES Act is currently stalled 
in the Senate, as Republicans are introducing the 
HEALS Act in its place, which will feed negotiations 
into August [22]. While debate is necessary for 
thorough legislation, each additional day without 
intervention means more evictions, food insecurity, 
educational uncertainty, negative health outcomes, 
and economic disparity.

A city working on rental relief funds is Houston, 
Texas. With 33% percent of renters in Houston 
having “little or no confidence in their ability to pay 
for rent in July”, the city set up a rental relief fund of 
15 million dollars [23]. While this may seem like a 
very large sum of money, the fund was gone within 
90 minutes of it going live and left many people 
without the help they had been hoping for. In Ithaca, 
New York a resolution was recently passed by the 
city officials that would cancel rent for three months 
for both residents and small businesses [24]. It is the 
first city in the U.S. that has passed a resolution of 
this nature.
In contrast, there have been many stories of 
landlords who are filing evictions anyway and many 
eviction hearings are being done through video 
conferencing. People are scheduled to be kicked 
out of their homes with the pandemic still rampant, 
even when people are encouraged to “stay home, 
stay safe”. The affordable housing crisis was already 
a crisis well before the pandemic reached the 
United States. And despite the rental relief funds, 
the immense need for rent assistance and stopping 
evictions seems to be nowhere near being enough.

Having a place to sleep and protect oneself at night 
should not just be a privilege for those who are able 
to afford it; it is necessary for keeping the public 
safe and preventing the spread of COVID. Research 
has shown that the homeless population is at high 
risk of contracting COVID due to the congregate 
setting of homeless shelters and the frequency 
of underlying conditions in those without homes. 
Without a place to stay, social distancing becomes 
virtually impossible while viruses are prevalent 
across the world. It is necessary that everyone has 
the opportunity to protect themselves. This issue 
came to the forefront in Los Angeles when a judge 
ruled unsafe living conditions next to freeways were 
in violation of homeless peoples’ rights [27]. We 
have provided a glimpse into the history of public 
housing, its benefits for society, and why it often fails. 
But the argument for or against public housing is 
not what this publication is truly about. The question 
you should ask yourself is if shelter should be an 
unalienable right. The U.S. decided as a nation that 
it is the government’s moral imperative to provide 
the fundamental rights for living: clean water, a safe 
environment, the ability to work, etc. Yet, shelter, 
one of the most primordial requirements for 
life, somehow fails to make it on the list.

Number of  Renter  Households  that  are  in  More 
Vulnerable  and Less  Vulnerable  Occupat ions , 
by Submarket ,  2018
Hous ing s tudies  have found tha t  the  p lace you 
l ive  can be an indicator  o f  vu lnerabi l i t y  to 
di seases ,  inc luding COVID.

Workers  Emloyed in  More Vulnerable 
Occupat ion,  by Race and Ethnic i t y,  2018

Image Source: Housingstudies.org

Image Source: Housingstudies.org
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T A K E  A C T I O N

The evidence and history presented 
above points to a conclusion that there is 
a systemic issue with affordable housing 
in the U.S. and it disproportionately affects 
disenfranchised people, especially the 
Black community. The responsibility to 
solve this issue falls on all organizations 
and governmental entities. While each is 
influenced by the others to some degree, 
change by all contributors to the housing 
market is necessary to provide equitable 
and sufficient housing to all individuals in 
the U.S.

Fixing these issues with the greatest 
possible impact means taking concrete 
legislative actions and policy changes that 
encourage the development of affordable 
housing. While there are many politicians 
eager to address this issue, it has largely 
gone ignored for years and is approaching 
a breaking point [28]. Most generally, there 
has been a severe lack of funding. As can be 
seen in many of the Chicago developments, 
the affordable housing that was built 
eased the situation rather than resolved it. 
Furthermore, the built housing was poorly 
constructed and not maintained. These 
facts imply that after supplying sufficient 
funds to develop affordable housing, the 
first step should be to understand zoning 
conditions and housing stock in the area.

P o l i t i c a l 
A c t i o n

These two factors are essential to consider 
when determining which housing 
will be developed [29]. Additionally, 
potential negative consequences of any 
development should be studied due to how 
often public housing development results 
in gentrification and other discriminatory 
practices. In addition to conducting this 
initial research, there are also a variety 
of evidence based practices that can be 
implemented, such as:

Prioritizing multifamily and 
cohousing development

Incentivizing developers to 
invest in affordable housing 
complexes

Expediting the development of  
projects that include affordable 
units

Establishing a committee at the city 
level to monitor the development of 
affordable housing 

Dedicate funds to the 
preservation of existing 
affordable housing [30]

And perhaps most importantly,
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T A K E  A C T I O N
In addition to enacting specific policy 
measures, it is crucial that politicians 
begin to understand the existing housing 
system as a component of a larger policy 
framework. Low Income Housing Tax Credits 
(LIHTC) are only viable if corporations have 
the necessary tax liability. With the Tax 
Cut and Jobs Act reducing the corporate 
tax rate to 19%, one estimate forecasted 
this could have a 14% drop in the value of 
LIHTCs [31]. This means less financing for 
affordable housing and more strain on the 
national housing stock. Politicians, along 
with designers, need to see their policy as 
an intervention in a system, which will have 
downstream effects and systemic impacts. 

D E V E L O P E R S
While the policies implemented by 
government entities generally dictate 
what a developer can and cannot do, 
the housing crisis would significantly 
improve if developers recognized their 
own contributions to this issue and 
do their part to resolve it. There is an 
inherent push-pull relationship between 
government institutions and developers, 
but if developers were to see government 
regulations as a launch point for ideas 
instead of minimum requirements, more 
affordable housing could be built. The 
current legislative framework set up by the 
government allows substantial flexibility 
and profit without the need to develop 
affordable housing, but if this issue is ever 
to be resolved, developers must do their 
own part to encourage the facilitation of 
affordable housing development.

For instance, there has been a trend 
in recent history among developers to 
primarily invest in luxury housing not 
affordable for the average citizen, much less 
someone in a lower income bracket [32]. 
While this effect is certainly a result of the 
lower profit margin of affordable housing, 
it nevertheless contributes not just to the 
housing crisis, but to the displacement of 
disenfranchised groups.

Af fordable  hous ing has  been an ex t remely  prof i tab le 
bus iness  wi th  h igh re turns .  Developers  can divers i f y 
the i r  rea l  es ta te  por t fo l io  by inc luding af fordable 
hous ing as  a  v iable  opt ion .

Pol icy  creat ion has  an ecosys tem wide impact .  The 
Tax  Cuts  and Jobs  Act  reduced the  tax  l iab i l i t y  o f 
large ins t i tu t ions ,  making L IHTC ’s  less  appeal ing 
and reduc ing the  expans ion and main tenance of 
a f fordable  hous ing.
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T A K E  A C T I O N

D e p a r t m e n t
o f  H U D

Another entity which has a substantial 
influence on the housing stock is the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) who have the ability 
to fund affordable housing projects, as well 
as incentivize developers to build specific 
types of projects. The most important step 
that HUD can take to improve the affordable 
housing situation is simply encourage the 
advancement of evidence-based design 
practices. Many of the issues with projects 
HUD has sponsored in the past had to 
do with the use of untested modernist 
architectural theories, such as those in 
Cabrini Green. While there is a plethora 
of research into evidence based design 
in terms of architecture, some of the more 
common findings include:

Use of green 
spaces [33]

And perhaps most importantly,

Community 
based living 
[34]

Encouragement of 
intergenerational 
interaction

Inclusivity for 
all identities 
[36]

Mixed 
Income 
Housing [37]

Establish 
maintenance 
requirements

In addition to these design practices, HUD 
should increase the use of housing vouchers 
and other supplementary programs which 
have been shown to reduce the likelihood 
of low-income, at-risk families becoming 
homeless. We will never be able to develop 
an evidence base for public housing unless 
HUD expands its scope. Research has shown 
those who receive housing vouchers are 
74% less likely to stay in a shelter than those 
without one [38]. In July of 2020, Secretary 
Ben Carson terminated the Further Fair 
Housing Regulation, which was intended to 
gather information on housing outcomes 
and race [39]. Without gathering evidence 
that studies such as these provide, housing 
interventions can never be validated.

Shown to improve air 
conditions, improve 
immune function, and 
encourage exercise. 

Promotes integrative 
networks between 
residents

Shown to be beneficial 
for both generations 
involved, results 
in overall lower 
healthcare costs 
due to quality of life 
improvements.

For gender, sexuality, 
age, ability, condition, 
race

Allows for connections 
to be made among 
socioeconomic groups 
encouraging social 
mobility

Promote the 
maintenance and 
preservation of 
housing complexes
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T A K E  A C T I O N

E d u c a t e
The latest data shows that nearly 38 million 
households in the United States, 31.5% 
of all households, are paying more than 
30% of their incomes on housing [40]. The 
frequency of this issue means that most 
people will experience or know someone 
who is victim to this crisis. As a result, 
understanding the severity of the crisis in 
your area is crucial to not only acquiring 
sufficient housing but also to advocate 
for effective solutions to this issue. To 
get more specific information about the 
programs currently being implemented 
and how affordable housing is being 
designed and dealt with in the U.S., visit 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s website at HUD.gov. For 
a broader, more historical perspective 
regarding affordable housing in the U.S., 
there are a variety of books available that 
explain the many nuances of this issue. 
Some notable readings are:

In addition to these design practices, HUD 
should increase the use of housing vouchers 
and other supplementary programs which 
have been shown to reduce the likelihood 
of low-income, at-risk families becoming 
homeless. We will never be able to develop 
an evidence base for public housing unless 
HUD expands its scope. Research has 
shown those who receive housing vouchers 
are 74% less likely to stay in a shelter than 
those without one. In July of 2020, Secretary 
Ben Carson terminated the Further Fair 
Housing Regulation, which was intended to 
gather information on housing outcomes 
and race. Without gathering evidence that 
studies such as these provide, housing 
interventions can never be validated.

1. Golden Gates: Fighting for Housing 
in America by Conor Dougherty
2. Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the 
American City by Matthew Desmond
3. Face for Profit: How Banks and the 
Real Estate Industry Undermined 
Black Homeownership by Keeanga-
Yamahtta Taylor
4. Segregation by Design: Local 
Politics and Inequality in American 
Cities by Jessica Trounstine
5. There goes the ‘Hood: Views of 
Gentrification from the Ground Up 
by Lance Freeman

6. Crabgrass Frontier: The 
Suburbanization of the United 
States by Kenneth T. Jackson
7. The Color of Law: A Forgotten 
History of How Our Government 
Segregated America by Richard 
Rothstein
8. How to Kill a City by Peter 
Moskowitz
9. The Fight for Fair Housing: 
Causes, Consequences, and the 
Future Implications of the 1968 
Federal Fair Housing Act by Gregory 
D. Squires
10. 70 Acres in Chicago by Ronit 
Bezalel provides a look into Cabrini 
Green specifically
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T A K E  A C T I O N

C i t i z e n s
The latest data shows that nearly 38 million 
households in the United States, 31.5% of 
all households, are paying more than 30% 
of their incomes on housing. The frequency 
of this issue means that most people will 
experience or know someone who is victim 
to this crisis. As a result, understanding the 
severity of the crisis in your area is crucial 
to not only acquiring sufficient housing but 
also to advocate for effective solutions to 
this issue. To get more specific information 
about the programs currently being 
implemented and how affordable housing 
is being designed and dealt with in the U.S., 
visit the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s website at HUD.gov. 
For a broader, more historical perspective 
regarding affordable housing in the U.S., 
there are a variety of books available that 
explain the many nuances of this issue. 
Some notable readings are:

Linked below are a multitude of resources 
to contact your representative and voice 
your opinion:

www.congress.gov/members

Allows you to find any representative in Congress 
and the legislation they have supported. 

www.house.gov/representatives

Allows you to find your representative based on 
your zipcode

www.senate.gov

List of current Senators and their contact information

www.naco.org

List of Affordable Housing legislation and resources 
for counties

www.nahma.org

List of advocacy and grassroots resources for 
affordable housing movements

www.nahma.org/grassroots

Grassroots action toolkit for affordable housing 
movements

www.nahma.org/faq

Document with frequently asked questions about 
grassroots advocacy

www.nahma.org/advocacy

Document with advocacy best practices when 
visiting Congressional 

HUD in the month of  July 2020 rol led back 
t wo provis ions of  the Fur ther  Fair  Housing 
Act  which compi led data on the share 
of  publ ic  housing and race .  Without  the 
establ ishment  of  evidence ,  new pol icy to 
remove racial  discr iminat ion in  housing 
access  wi l l  never  be viable .
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